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The first of its kind: WPC made of acacia wood — NATURAL ACACIA

From the savannahs of Namibia to
our terraces

Thanks to a technology transfer between Germany
and Namibia, WPC made from acacia wood has been
produced for the first time.

Redwitz a. d. Rodach / Windhoek (Namibia), 12 June 2024 - The

German WPC specialist NATURINFORM is cooperating with the

Namibian WPC manufacturer Acacia-Composites. The northern

Bavarian company has played a key role in setting up a new

production facility for products made of wood fibre composite material,

a new type of high-performance material that is enjoying growing

popularity worldwide. Production of the first prototypes of the next-

generation decking boards started near Windhoek in November 2023.

Horst Walther, Managing Partner of NATURInFORM GmbH, confirms:
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“Both companies benefit from this cooperation. We were happy to
provide our technological expertise and support our partners in the
selection of production technology, among other things. At the same
time, this allowed us to test the properties of a new raw material. We
are always on the lookout for alternatives to wood, which we currently
use in the form of upcycled wood fibres for our decking boards and
facade profiles, as well as for products with other outdoor applications.
Although wood is a renewable natural resource, the market for this
resource is highly competitive. This is because we are competing with
many other industries for this raw material, including pellet
manufacturers.” Heinrich Unland, Managing Director of Acacia-
Composites, is delighted: “We are very grateful to our German partner
company NATURInFORM for the transfer of knowledge on production
technology and product properties. This allowed us to succeed in
setting up a production facility for wood fibre composite material in
Namibia that meets German production standards in just a few
months. At the same time, however, the added value remains entirely
in the country.”

Primary sales market South Africa

The primary sales market for decking boards made of acacia wood in
combination with a thermoplastic polymer has so far been South
Africa. However, due to the high quality, Germany is also an exciting
sales market. The WPC specialist NATURINFORM has developed its
own surface for this and added it to its range under the product name
NATURAL ACACIA in the brown shades savanna and Kalahari. These
decking boards can be purchased from all of NATURInFORM's
specialist retail partners and complement the range of the company
committed to sustainability, which works with its own recycling system
and takes the material back at the end of its useful life to make new
products. The decking boards are available in lengths of 5 and

6 metres, and all NATURINFORM accessories are available for

installation.
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Namibia's wildlife benefits

Instead of vast, open savannahs, dense acacia shrubland has spread
in the course of colonisation and the resulting changes in land
management, particularly in the northern half of Namibia, which is
around 2.5 times the size of Germany, leading to shrub encroachment
in the landscape. “In the past, the original wildlife of the African country
ensured that these plants were naturally contained. Now, farmers and
landowners are trying to clear the invasive bush at great expense
wherever financially possible. The hardwood of the plants, however, is
very suitable for use as a wood composite material, commonly known
as WPC,” explains Heinrich Unland, who is delighted with the double
effect: “By cutting back the shrubland, we are also ensuring that
Namibia's traditional wildlife can reclaim its habitat bit by bit. This also
includes the elegant cheetahs, which, as savannah animals, need
open savannahs for hunting but are slowed down by the sprawling
acacia bushes, as they are unable to utilise their speed.

For more information and to search for local dealers, visit
www.naturinform.com.

(XXX Worter/XXX Zeichen)

Information on NATURInFORM: NATURInFORM specialises in “wood
plastic composite" (WPC), a modern high-performance material that is
increasingly being used as a sustainable alternative to fresh wood in
outdoor areas. The company has been producing wood composite
products at its northern Bavarian production site in Redwitz a. d.
Rodach for 20 years. These are mainly used outdoors as decking
boards, fagcade profiles, slats for fences, as well as for structural
privacy shields and sun shades. Applications include municipal and
commercial construction projects such as recreational facilities,
catering facilities, multi-storey residential buildings, urban interiors and
boat landings, as well as private buildings and gardens. The company
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exports its products worldwide. NATURIinFORM uses only 100 %
PEFC-certified domestic wood and pure polymer for its high-quality
WRPC. The products are subjected to continuous quality controls and
load tests to ensure a consistent first-class wood-based material
quality. With its own return system, the company ensures that the
valuable raw materials remain in the material cycle for over 600 years.
Where possible, all profiles are taken back after use and recycled by
returning the material to the production process.

NATURINFORM offers products for DGNB-certified construction. All
NATURINnFORM decking boards and fagade profiles are covered by
Environmental Product Declarations (EPDs) drawn up in accordance
with international standards. All products are subjected to continuous
quality controls and load tests to ensure consistent immaculate and
first-class wood-based material quality.

Information on Acacia-Composites: Acacia-Composites Manufacturers
(Pty) Ltd. is currently the only manufacturer of wood plastic composites
(WPC) on the African continent. The company, based in Windhoek,
Namibia, produces its wood composite material from recycled acacia
wood, which overgrows the savannahs there and is a problematic,
invasive wood species that is forcing back the original flora. The
connecting component is a polymer recycled from plastic bottles. The
diverse range of WPC products offers solutions for every outdoor area
— from decking boards that blend seamlessly into the landscape to
facade cladding that enhances any architecture with its durability and
timeless elegance.

The company is owned by Namibian and German shareholders and
ensures that its products meet the highest German quality standards.

Press contact:

HEINRICH-RENZ
PR | KOMMUNIKATION
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Sabine Heinrich-Renz
Thierschstral3e 12 - 80538 Munich
Phone 0 89-5484644-10 - shr@heinrich-renz.de

Images for download available at NATURAL ACACIA
All images, unless labelled otherwise: NATURIinFORM, Acacia-
Composites Manufacturers (Pty) Ltd.

1_(Start of text)

With the NATURAL ACACIA decking board in the brown shades
“savanna” and “kalahari”, the northern Bavarian WPC specialist
NATURInFORM has added a product to its range that uses acacia, an
invasive wood species in Namibia, for the wood content. The decking
boards can be purchased from all of NATURIinFORM's specialist retail
partners.

2 _The multi-coloured solid decking board NATURAL ACACIA in the
tone ‘savanna’ is available in lengths of 5 and 6 m from all
NATURInFORM’s specialist retail partners. Using the accessories from
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the NATURIinFORM decking system for professional installation is
highly recommended.

3_The single-coloured solid decking board NATURAL ACACIA in the
tone ‘kalahari’ is available in lengths of 5 and 6 m from all of
NATURInFORM'’s specialist retail partners. The WPC decking boards
are made from acacia wood in Namibia pursuant to German

standards.
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4 _Acacias are spreading in Namibia as dense shrubland, leading to
shrub encroachment in the landscape. Farmers and landowners are
trying to clear the invasive bush at great expense. However, the
hardwood of the plants is very suitable for use as a wood composite
material, commonly known as WPC.

Image: N-Big
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5 The Namibian manufacturer Acacia-Composites works with local
farmers to harvest the acacia hardwood, crush and grind it, and
extrude it with the addition of recycled polymers from the region. In
terms of product and technology expertise, Acacia-Composites
cooperates with NATURIinFORM, which also provided support in
selecting production technology, among other things.
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