PRESS RELEASE

Company news

WPC market in transition:
NATURiIinFORM expands its range of
sustainable decking boards

Redwitz a. d. Rodach, 02 October 2024 - There has been a
consolidation in the European market for wood polymer composite
(WPC) products. NATURINnFORM acquires parts of the production
facilities of the Finnish company UPM, which announced in June that it
was withdrawing from the production of WPC decking boards. The
German WPC specialist NATURInFORM will rebuild these facilities and
continue the production of the Piazza Pro and Piazza One decking
boards formerly marketed by UPM. The agreement will enter into force
as of October 2024.

NATURINFORM has announced that it will scrutinise the market

opportunities resulting from this in the upcoming weeks and ensure the

smooth supply of both products for customers. The company thus
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assumes a key role in the growing market segment of WPC decking
boards.

Growth based on sustainability and quality

NATURINnFORM has always been the epitome of highest quality and
sustainability. The company only uses PEFC-certified wood from
regional forestry and homogeneous polymers for its WPC products.
Strict quality controls and load tests guarantee the consistently high
quality of the wood-based materials. NATURInFORM's in-house return
system also ensures that valuable raw materials remain in the
production cycle to maximise the service life of the materials.

UPM's co-extruded products, Piazza Pro and Piazza One, are well-
known for their durability and sustainability. They impress with their high
resistance to stains and weather influences. These products have
proven their worth, particularly in high-stress environments, such as
public swimming pools or the food service industry, and have created a
high market share throughout Europe.

NATURInFORM focuses on expansion in the co-ex decking board
segment

With the acquisition of the UPM product lines, NATURINFORM is
specifically strengthening its commitment to the co-extrusion (co-ex)
segment of decking boards — co-ex decking boards are WPC decking
boards with an additional coating of the WPC core, which guarantees
an exceptionally high level of robustness. At the same time, the
company is driving its own previously announced investments in the
production of a new co-ex product line, which is expected to be
presented to the global public at the BAU trade fair in Munich.

"We couldn't have imagined a better successor for our WPC products,"
explains Edward Robinson, Director UPM Profi. "NATURInFORM
shares our values regarding quality, sustainability, and service. We are
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convinced that our products will continue to be in the best hands in the
future and that the market will be reliably supplied.”

Horst Walther, founder and Managing Partner of NATURINnFORM, sees
the acquisition as a significant opportunity for growth: "The integration
of UPM products significantly strengthens our position in the
international market. Together with our own co-ex product range, we
are convinced that we can continue to advance NATURInFORM
successfully in the long term and open up new growth opportunities and
markets."

Pia Hobeck, Managing Director at NATURInFORM, emphasises: "We
are thus remaining true to our strategy of continuously focussing on
innovation, product diversity, and sustainability as a leading provider of
WPC solutions."

For more information on NATURInNFORM and its WPC products, please
refer to: www.naturinform.com

(XXX Wérter/XXX Zeichen)

Information on NATURIinFORM:

NATURInFORM specialises in wood polymer composite (WPC), a
modern high-performance material that is increasingly being used as a
sustainable alternative to fresh wood in outdoor areas. The company
has been producing wood composite products at its northern Bavarian
production site in Redwitz a. d. Rodach for 20 years. These are mainly
used outdoors as decking boards, facade profiles, slats for fences, as
well as for structural privacy shields and sun shades. Applications
include municipal and commercial construction projects such as
recreational facilities, catering facilities, multi-storey residential
buildings, urban interiors and boat landings, as well as private buildings
and gardens. The company exports its products worldwide.
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NATURInFORM uses only 100 % PEFC-certified domestic wood and
pure polymer for its high-quality WPC. The products are subjected to
continuous quality controls and load tests to ensure a consistent first-
class wood-based material quality. With its own return system, the
company ensures that the valuable raw materials remain in the material
cycle for over 600 years. Where possible, all profiles are taken back
after use and recycled by returning the material to the production
process.

About UPM:

We deliver recyclable and responsible solutions and innovations for a
future without fossil fuels. Our Group comprises six divisions: UPM
Fibres, UPM Energy, UPM Raflatac, UPM Specialty Papers, UPM
Communication Papers, and UPM Plywood. As an industry leader in
sustainability, we are committed to the United Nations' 1.5-degree
target to mitigate climate change through science-based measures. We
employ around 16,600 people worldwide, and our annual sales are
approximately EUR 10.5 billion. Our shares are listed on Nasdaq
Helsinki Ltd. UPM Biofore — Beyond fossils. www.upm.de

Press contact:

HEINRICH-RENZ
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Sabine Heinrich-Renz
Thierschstrale 12 « 80538 Munich
Phone 0 89-5 48 46 44-10 « shr@heinrich-renz.de

Image for download available at: NATURInFORM_UPM
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NATURInFORM acquires the production of the Piazza Pro (pictured,
colour Silver Teak) and Piazza One decking boards from UPM, thus
ensuring the continuous supply of the two products to the market.
Image source: UPM
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